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An Executive Summary of the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 is included towards the end of this 
document, right after the full bare act of the statute. This summary helps professionals, business 
owners, compliance officers, HR managers, legal practitioners, and students quickly understand 
the key provisions relating to eligibility for maternity benefits, duration of paid leave, rights of 
women employees, obligations of employers, benefits in cases of adoption and surrogacy (as 
amended), nursing breaks, prohibition of dismissal during maternity leave, penalties for non-
compliance, and enforcement mechanisms, without having to read the entire text. 
 
The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 Summary provides a clear, practical, and time-saving guide for 
anyone looking to understand India’s maternity protection framework, ensure statutory compliance 
in employee welfare, support workforce diversity and inclusion, and stay aligned with regulatory 
requirements under the Maternity Benefit Act bare act. 
 

Note: 
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THE MATERNITY BENEFIT ACT, 1961 

ACT NO. 53 OF 1961 

[12th December, 1961.] 

An Act to regulate the employment of women in certain establishments for certain periods before 

and after child-birth and to provide for maternity benefit and certain other benefits. 

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Twelfth Year of the Republic of India as follows:— 

1. Short title, extent and commencement.—(1) This Act may be called the Maternity Benefit Act, 

1961. 

(2) It extends to the whole of India 1***. 

(3) It shall come into force on such date2 as may be notified in this behalf in the Official Gazette,— 

3[(a) in relation to mines and to any other establishment wherein persons are employed for the 

exhibition of equestrian, acrobatic and other performances, by the Central Government; and] 

(b) in relation to other establishments in a State, by the State Government. 

2. Application of Act.—4[(1) It applies, in the first instance,— 

(a) to every establishment being a factory, mine or plantation including any such establishment 

belonging to Government and to every establishment wherein persons are employed for the exhibition 

of equestrian, acrobatic and other performances; 

(b) to every shop or establishment within the meaning of any law for the time being in force in 

relation to shops and establishments in a State, in which ten or more persons are employed, or were 

employed, on any day of the preceding twelve months:] 

Provided that the State Government may, with the approval of the Central Government, after giving 

not less than two months’ notice of its intention of so doing, by notification in the Official Gazette, 

declare that all or any of the provisions of this Act shall apply also to any other establishment or class of 

establishments, industrial, commercial, agricultural or otherwise. 

(2) 5[Save as otherwise provided in 6[sections 5A and 5B], nothing contained in this Act] shall apply 

to any factory or other establishment to which the provisions of the Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948 

(34 of 1948), apply for the time being. 

3. Definitions.—In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,— 

(a) “appropriate Government” means, in relation to an establishment being a mine, 7[or an 

establishment wherein persons are employed for the exhibition of equestrian, acrobatic and other 

performances,] the Central Government and in relation to any other establishment, the State 

Government; 

(b) “child” includes a still-born child; 
 

 

1. The words “except the State of Jammu and Kashmir” omitted by Act 51 of 1970, s. 2 and the Schedule (w.e.f. 1-9-1971). 

2. 1st November, 1963, vide notification No. S.O. 2920 (E), dated 5th October, 1963, see Gazette of India, Extraordinary, 

Part II, sec. 3 (ii). 
3. Subs. by Act 52 of 1973, s. 2, for clause (a) (w.e.f. 1-3-1975). 

4. Subs. by Act 61 of 1988, s. 2, for the opening paragraph (w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 

5. Subs. by Act 21 of 1972, s. 2, for “Nothing contained in this Act” (w.e.f. 1-6-1972). 

6. Subs. by Act 53 of 1976, s. 2, for “section 5A” (w.e.f. 1-5-1976). 

7. Ins. by Act 52 of 1973, s. 4 (w.e.f. 1-3-1975). 
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1[(ba) “commissioning mother” means a biological mother who uses her egg to create an embryo 

implanted in any other woman;] 

(c) “delivery” means the birth of a child; 

(d) “employer” means— 

(i) in relation to an establishment which is under the control of the Government, a person or 

authority appointed by the Government for the supervision and control of employees or where no 

person or authority is so appointed, the head of the department; 

(ii) in relation to an establishment under any local authority, the person appointed by such 

authority for the supervision and control of employees or where no person is so appointed, the 

chief executive officer of the local authority; 

(iii) in any other case, the person who, or the authority which, has the ultimate control over 

the affairs of the establishment and where the said affairs are entrusted to any other person 

whether called a manager, managing director, managing agent, or by any other name, such 

person; 

2[(e) “establishment” means— 

(i) a factory; 

(ii) a mine; 

(iii) a plantation; 

(iv) an establishment wherein persons are employed for the exhibition of equestrian, acrobatic 

and other performances; 3*** 

4[(iva) a shop or establishment; or] 

(v) an establishment to which the provisions of this Act have been declared under sub-section 

(1) of section 2 to be applicable;] 

(f) “factory” means a factory as defined in clause(m) of section 2 of the Factories Act, 1948 (63 of 

1948); 

(g) “Inspector” means an Inspector appointed under section 14; 

(h) “maternity benefit” means the payment referred to in sub-section (1) of section 5; 

5[(ha) “medical termination of pregnancy” means the termination of pregnancy permissible under 

the provisions of Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 (34 of 1971);] 

(i) “mine” means a mine as defined in clause (j) of section 2 of the Mines Act, 1952 (35 of 1952); 

(j) “miscarriage” means expulsion of the contents of a pregnant uterus at any period prior to or 

during the twenty-sixth week of pregnancy but does not include any miscarriage, the causing of 

which is punishable under the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860); 

(k) “plantation” means a plantation as defined in clause (f) of section 2 of the Plantations Labour 

Act, 1951 (69 of 1951); 

(l) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act; 

(m) “State Government”, in relation to a Union territory, means the Administrator thereof; 
 

 

1. Ins. by Act 6 of 2017, s. 2 (w.e.f. 1-4-2017). 

2. Subs. by Act 52 of 1973, s. 4, for clause (e) (w.e.f. 1-3-1975). 

3. The word “or” omitted by Act 61 of 1988, s. 3 (w.e.f. 10-1-1988). 

4. Ins. by s. 3, ibid. (w.e.f. 10-1-1988). 

5. Ins. by Act 29 of 1995, s. 2 (w.e.f. 1-2-1996). 
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(n) “wages” means all remuneration paid or payable in cash to a woman, if the terms of the 

contract of employment, express or implied, were fulfilled and includes— 

(1) such cash allowances (including dearness allowance and house rent allowance) as a 

woman is for the time being entitled to; 

(2) incentive bonus; and 

(3) the money value of the concessional supply of food grains and other articles, 

but does not include— 

(i) any bonus other than incentive bonus; 

(ii) over-time earnings and any deduction or payment made on account of fines; 

(iii) any contribution paid or payable by the employer to any pension fund or provident fund 

or for the benefit of the woman under any law for the time being in force; and 

(iv) any gratuity payable on the termination of service; 

(o) “woman” means a woman employed, whether directly or through any agency, for wages in 

any establishment. 

4. Employment of, or work by, women prohibited during certain periods.—(1) No employer 

shall knowingly employ a woman in any establishment during the six weeks immediately following the 

day of her delivery 1[, miscarriage or medical termination of pregnancy]. 

(2) No woman shall work in any establishment during the six weeks immediately following the day of 

her delivery 1[, miscarriage or medical termination of pregnancy]. 

(3) Without prejudice to the provisions of section 6, no pregnant woman shall, on a request being 

made by her in this behalf, be required by her employer to do during the period specified in sub-section 

(4) any work which is of an arduous nature or which involves long hours of standing, or which in any way 

is likely to interfere with her pregnancy or the normal development of the foetus, or is likely to cause her 

miscarriage or otherwise to adversely affect her health. 

(4) The period referred to in sub-section (3) shall be— 

(a) the period of one month immediately preceding the period of six weeks, before the date of her 

expected delivery; 

(b) any period during the said period of six weeks for which the pregnant woman does not avail 

of leave of absence under section 6. 

5. Right to payment of maternity benefit.—2[(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, every woman 

shall be entitled to, and her employer shall be liable for, the payment of maternity benefit at the rate of the 

average daily wage for the period of her actual absence, that is to say, the period immediately preceding 

the day of her delivery, the actual day of her delivery and any period immediately following that day.] 

Explanation.—For the purpose of this sub-section, the average daily wage means the average of the 

woman’s wages payable to her for the days on which she has worked during the period of three calendar 

months immediately preceding the date from which she absents herself on account of maternity, 3[the 

minimum rate of wage fixed or revised under the Minimum Wages Act, 1948 (11 of 1948) or ten rupees, 

whichever is the highest]. 

(2) No woman shall be entitled to maternity benefit unless she has actually worked in an 

establishment of the employer from whom she claims maternity benefit, for a period of not less 

than 4[eighty days] in the twelve months immediately preceding the date of her expected delivery: 
 

 

1. Subs. by Act 29 of 1995, s. 3, for “or her miscarriage” (w.e.f. 1-2-1996). 

2. Subs. by Act 61 of 1988, s. 4, for the opening paragraph (w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 

3. Subs. by s. 4, ibid., for “or one rupee a day, whichever is higher.” (w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 

4. Subs. by s. 4, ibid., for “one hundred and sixty days” (w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 
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Provided that the qualifying period of 1[eighty days] aforesaid shall not apply to a woman who has 

immigrated into the State of Assam and was pregnant at the time of the immigration. 

Explanation.—For the purpose of calculating under this sub-section the days on which a woman has 

actually worked in the establishment, 2[the days for which she has been laid off or was on holidays 

declared under any law for the time being in force to be holidays with wages] during the period of twelve 

months immediately preceding the date of her expected delivery shall be taken into account. 

3[(3) The maximum period for which any woman shall be entitled to maternity benefit shall be 4 
4[twenty-six weeks of which not more than eight weeks] shall precede the date of her expected delivery:] 

5[Provided that the maximum period entitled to maternity benefit by a woman having two or more 

than two surviving children shall be twelve weeks of which not more than six weeks shall precede the 

date of her expected delivery:] 

6[Provided further that] where a woman dies during this period, the maternity benefit shall be payable 

payable only for the days up to and including the day of her death: 

7[ 8[Provided also that] where a woman, having been delivered of a child, dies during her delivery or 

during the period immediately following the date of her delivery for which she is entitled for the 

maternity benefit, leaving behind in either case the child, the employer shall be liable for the maternity 

benefit for that entire period but if the child also dies during the said period, then, for the days up to and 

including the date of the death of the Child.] 

9[(4) A woman who legally adopts a child below the age of three months or a commissioning mother 

shall be entitled to maternity benefit for a period of twelve weeks from the date the child is handed over 

to the adopting mother or the commissioning mother, as the case may be. 

(5) In case where the nature of work assigned to a woman is of such nature that she may work from 

home, the employer may allow her to do so after availing of the maternity benefit for such period and on 

such conditions as the employer and the woman may mutually agree.] 

STATE AMENDMENTS 

Assam 

Amendment of Section 5 of Central Act 53 of 1961 (as amended by Assam Act 12 of 1964).—In 

the explanation appended to sub-section (1) of section 5 of the principal Act, as amended by the Assam 

Act 12 of 1964, the word “six” appearing after the words “multiplied by” shall be substituted by the word 

“seven”. 

[Vide Assam Act, 2 of 1984, s. 2.] 

10[5A. Continuance of payment of maternity benefit in certain cases.—Every woman entitled to 

the payment of maternity benefit under this Act shall, notwithstanding the application of the Employees’ 

State Insurance Act, 1948 (34 of 1948), to the factory or other establishment in which she is employed, 

continue to be so entitled until she becomes qualified to claim maternity benefit under section 50 of that 

Act.] 

11[5B. Payment of maternity benefit in certain cases.—Every woman— 
 

 

1. Subs. by Act 61 of 1988, s. 4, for “one hundred and sixty days” (w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 

2. Subs. by, s. 4, ibid., for the days for which she has been laid off” (w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 
3. Subs. by s. 4, ibid., for sub-section (3) (w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 

4. Subs. by Act 6 of 2017, s. 3 for ‘‘twelve weeks of which not more than six weeks’’ (w.e.f. 1-4-2017). 

5. Ins. by s. 3, ibid (w.e.f. 1-4-2017). 

6. Subs. by s. 3, ibid., for “Provided that” (w.e.f. 1-4-2017) 
7. Subs. by Act 61 of 1988, s. 4, for the second proviso (w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 

8. Subs. by Act 6 of 2017, s. 3 for “Provided further that” (w.e.f. 1-4-2017). 

9. Ins. by, s. 3, ibid (w.e.f. 1-4-2017). 

10. Ins. by Act 21 of 1972, s. 3 (w.e.f. 1-6-1972). 

11. Ins. by Act 53 of 1976, s. 3 (w.e.f. 1-5-1976). 
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(a) who is employed in a factory or other establishment to which the provisions of the 

Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948 (34 of 1948), apply; 

(b) whose wages (excluding remuneration for overtime work) for a month exceed the amount 

specified in sub-clause (b) of clause (9) of section 2 of that Act; and 

(c) who fulfils the conditions specified in sub-section (2) of section 5, 

shall be entitled to the payment of maternity benefit under this Act.] 

6. Notice of claim for maternity benefit and payment thereof.—(1) Any woman employed in an 

establishment and entitled to maternity benefit under the provisions of this Act may give notice in writing 

in such form as may be prescribed, to her employer, stating that her maternity benefit and any other 

amount to which she may be entitled under this Act may be paid to her or to such person as she may 

nominate in the notice and that she will not work in any establishment during the period for which she 

receives maternity benefit. 

(2) In the case of a woman who is pregnant, such notice shall state the date from which she will be 

absent from work, not being a date earlier than six weeks from the date of her expected delivery. 

(3) Any woman who has not given the notice when she was pregnant may give such notice as soon as 

possible after the delivery. 

1[(4) On receipt of the notice, the employer shall permit such woman to absent herself from the 

establishment during the period for which she receives the maternity benefit.] 

(5) The amount of maternity benefit for the period preceding the date of her expected delivery shall 

be paid in advance by the employer to the woman on production of such proof as may be prescribed that 

the woman is pregnant, and the amount due for the subsequent period shall be paid by the employer to the 

woman within forty-eight hours of production of such proof as may be prescribed that the woman has 

been delivered of a child. 

(6) The failure to give notice under this section shall not disentitle a woman to maternity benefit or 

any other amount under this Act if she is otherwise entitled to such benefit or amount and in any such 

case an Inspector may either of his own motion or on an application made to him by the woman, order the 

payment of such benefit or amount within such period as may be specified in the order. 

7. Payment of maternity benefit in case of death of a woman.—If a woman entitled to maternity 

benefit or any other amount under this Act, dies before receiving such maternity benefit or amount, or 

where the employer is liable for maternity benefit under the second proviso to sub-section (3) of section 

5, the employer shall pay such benefit or amount to the person nominated by the woman in the notice 

given under section 6 and in case there is no such nominee, to her legal representative. 

2[8. Payment of medical bonus.—(1) Every woman entitled to maternity benefit under this Act shall 

also be entitled to receive from her employer a medical bonus of one thousand rupees, if no pre-natal 

confinement and post-natal care is provided for by the employer free of charge. 

(2) The Central Government may before every three years, by notification in the Official Gazette, 

increase the amount of medical bonus subject to the maximum of twenty thousand rupees.] 

3[9. Leave for miscarriage, etc.—In case of miscarriage or medical termination of pregnancy, a 

woman shall, on production of such proof as may be prescribed, be entitled to leave with wages at the rate 

of maternity benefit, for a period of six weeks immediately following the day of her miscarriage or, as the 

case may be, her medical termination of pregnancy.] 

4[9A. Leave with wages for tubectomy operation.—In case of tubectomy operation, a woman shall, 

on production of such proof as may be prescribed, be entitled to leave with wages at the rate of maternity 

benefit for a period of two weeks immediately following the day of her tubectomy operation.] 
 

1. Subs. by Act 61 of 1988, s. 5, for sub-section (4) (w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 

2. Subs. by Act 15 of 2008, s. 2, for section 8 (w.e.f. 15-4-2008). 
3. Subs. by Act 29 of 1995, s. 4, for section 9 (w.e.f. 1-2-1996). 

4. Ins. by s. 5, ibid. (w.e.f. 1-2-1996). 
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10. Leave for illness arising out of pregnancy, delivery, premature birth of child 1[, miscarriage, 

medical termination of pregnancy or tubectomy operation].—A woman suffering from illness arising 

out of pregnancy, delivery, premature birth of child 1[, miscarriage, medical termination of pregnancy or 

tubectomy operation] shall, on production of such proof as may be prescribed, be entitled, in addition to 

the period of absence allowed to her under section 6, or, as the case may be, under section 9, to leave with 

wages at the rate of maternity benefit for a maximum period of one month. 

11. Nursing breaks.—Every woman delivered of a child who returns to duty after such delivery 

shall, in addition to the interval for rest allowed to her, be allowed in the course of her daily work two 

breaks of the prescribed duration for nursing the child until the child attains the age of fifteen months. 

2[11A. Crèche facility.—(1) Every establishment having fifty or more employees shall have the 

facility of créche within such distance as may be prescribed, either separately or along with common 

facilities: 

Provided that the employer shall allow four visits a day to the creche by the woman, which shall also 

include the interval for rest allowed to her. 

(2) Every establishment shall intimate in writing and electronically to every woman at the time of her 

initial appointment regarding every benefit available under the Act.] 

12. Dismissal during absence of pregnancy.—(1) When a woman absents herself from work in 

accordance with the provisions of this Act, it shall be unlawful for her employer to discharge or dismiss 

her during or on account of such absence or to give notice of discharge or dismissal on such a day that the 

notice will expire during such absence, or to vary to her disadvantage any of the conditions of her service. 

(2) (a) The discharge or dismissal of a woman at any time during her pregnancy, if the woman but for 

such discharge or dismissal would have been entitled to maternity benefit or medical bonus referred to in 

section 8, shall not have the effect of depriving her of the maternity benefit or medical bonus: 

Provided that where the dismissal is for any prescribed gross misconduct, the employer may, by order 

in writing communicated to the woman, deprive her of the maternity benefit or medical bonus or both. 

3[(b) Any woman deprived of maternity benefit or medical bonus, or both, or discharged or dismissed 

during or on account of her absence from work in accordance with the provisions of this Act, may, within 

sixty days from the date on which order of such deprivation or discharge or dismissal is communicated to 

her, appeal to such authority as may be prescribed, and the decision of that authority on such appeal, 

whether the woman should or should not be deprived of maternity benefit or medical bonus, or both, or 

discharged or dismissed shall be final.] 

(c) Nothing contained in this sub-section shall affect the provisions contained in sub-section (1). 

13. No deduction of wages in certain cases.—No deduction from the normal and usual daily wages 

of a woman entitled to maternity benefit under the provisions of this Act shall be made by reason only 

of— 

(a) the nature of work assigned to her by virtue of the provisions contained in sub-section (3) of 

section 4; or 

(b) breaks for nursing the child allowed to her under the provisions of section 11. 

14. Appointment of Inspectors.—The appropriate Government may, by notification in the Official 

Gazette, appoint such officers as it thinks fit to be Inspectors for the purposes of this Act and may define 

the local limits of the jurisdiction within which they shall exercise their functions under this Act. 

15. Powers and duties of Inspectors.—An Inspector may, subject to such restrictions or conditions 

as may be prescribed, exercise all or any of the following powers, namely:— 
 

 

1. Subs. by Act 29 of 1995, s. 6, for “or miscarriage” (w.e.f. 1-2-1996). 

2. Ins. by Act 6 of 2017, s. 4 (w.e.f. 1-7-2017). 

3. Subs. by Act 61 of 1988, s. 7, for clause (b) (w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 
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(a) enter at all reasonable times with such assistants, if any, being persons in the service of the 

Government or any local or other public authority, as he thinks fit, any premises or place where 

woman are employed or work is given to them in an establishment, for the purposes of examining any 

registers, records and notices required to be kept or exhibited by or under this Act and required their 

production for inspection; 

(b) examine any person whom he finds in any premises or place and who, he has reasonable 

cause to believe, is employed in the establishment: 

Provided that no person shall be compelled under this section to answer any question or give any 

evidence tending to incriminate himself; 

(c) require the employer to give information regarding the names and addresses of women 

employed, payments made to them, and applications or notices received from them under this Act; 

and 

(d) take copies of any registered and records or notices or any portions thereof. 

16. Inspectors to be public servants.—Every Inspector appointed under this Act shall be deemed to 

be a public servant within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860). 

17. Power of Inspector to direct payments to be made.—1[(1) Any woman claiming that— 

(a) maternity benefit or any other amount to which she is entitled under this Act and any person 

claiming that payment due under section 7 has been improperly withheld; 

(b) her employer has discharged or dismissed her during or on account of her absence from work 

in accordance with the provisions of this Act, 

may make a complaint to the Inspector. 

(2) The Inspector may, of his own motion or on receipt of a complaint referred to in sub-section (1), 

make an inquiry or cause an inquiry to be made and if satisfied that— 

(a) payment has been wrongfully withheld, may direct the payment to be made in accordance 

with his orders; 

(b) she has been discharged or dismissed during or on account of her absence from work in 

accordance with the provisions of this Act, may pass such orders as are just and proper according to 

the circumstances of the case.] 

(3) Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Inspector under sub-section (2) may, within thirty 

days from the date on which such decision is communicated to such persons, appeal to the prescribed 

authority. 

(4) The decision of the prescribed authority where an appeal has been preferred to it under sub- 

section (3) or of the Inspector where no such appeal has been preferred, shall be final. 

2[(5) Any amount payable under this section shall be recoverable by the Collector on a certificate 

issued for that amount by the Inspector as an arrear of land revenue.] 

18. Forfeiture of maternity benefit.—If a woman works in any establishment after she has been 

permitted by her employer to absent herself under the provisions of section 6 for any period during such 

authorised absence, she shall forfeit her claim to the maternity benefit for such period. 

19. Abstract of Act and rules thereunder to be exhibited.—An abstract of the provisions of this 

Act and the rules made thereunder in the language or languages of the locality shall be exhibited in a 

conspicuous place by the employer in every part of the establishment in which women are employed. 

20. Registers, etc.—Every employer shall prepare and maintain such registers, records and muster- 

rolls and in such manner as may be prescribed. 
 

 

 

1. Subs. by Act 61 of 1988, s. 8, for sub-sections (1) and (2) (w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 

2. Subs. by s. 8, ibid., for sub-section (5) (w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 
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1[21. Penalty for contravention of Act by employer.—(1) If any employer fails to pay any amount 

of maternity benefit to a woman entitled under this Act or discharges or dismisses such woman during or 

on account of her absence from work in accordance with the provisions of this Act, he shall be punishable 

with imprisonment which shall not be less than three months but which may extend to one year and with 

fine which shall not be less than two thousand rupees but which may extend to five thousand rupees: 

Provided that the court may, for sufficient reasons to be recorded in writing, impose a sentence of 

imprisonment for a lesser term or fine only in lieu of imprisonment. 

(2) If any employer contravenes the provisions of this Act or the rules made thereunder, he shall, if no 

other penalty is elsewhere provided by or under this Act for such contravention, be punishable with 

imprisonment which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or 

with both: 

Provided that where the contravention is of any provision regarding maternity benefit or regarding 

payment of any other amount and such maternity benefit or amount has not already been recovered, the 

court shall, in addition, recover such maternity benefit or amount as if it were a fine and pay the same to 

the person entitled thereto.] 

22. Penalty for obstructing Inspector.—Whoever fails to produce on demand by the Inspector any 

register or document in his custody kept in pursuance of this Act or the rules made thereunder or conceals 

or prevents any person from appearing before or being examined by an Inspector shall be punishable with 

imprisonment 2[which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees], or 

with both. 

3[23. Cognizance of offences.—(1) Any aggrieved woman, an office-bearer of a trade union 

registered under the Trade Unions Act, 1926 (16 of 1926) of which such woman is a member or a 

voluntary organisation registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 (21 of 1860) or an Inspector, 

may file a complaint regarding the commission of an offence under this Act in any court of competent 

jurisdiction and no such complaint shall be filed after the expiry of one year from the date on which the 

offence is alleged to have been committed. 

(2) No court inferior to that of a Metropolitan Magistrate or a Magistrate of the first class shall try any 

offence under this Act]. 

24. Protection of action taken in good faith.—No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall 

lie against any person for anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done in pursuance of this 

Act or of any rule or order made thereunder. 

25. Power of Central Government to give directions.—The Central Government may give such 

directions as it may deem necessary to a State Government regarding the carrying into execution of the 

provisions of this Act and the State Government shall comply with such directions. 

26. Power to exempt establishments.—If the appropriate Government is satisfied that having regard 

to an establishment or a class of establishments providing for the grant of benefits which are not less 

favourable than those provided in this Act, it is necessary so to do, it may, by notification in the Official 

Gazette, exempt, subject to such conditions and restrictions, if any, as may be specified in the notification, 

the establishment or class of establishments from the operation of all or any of the provisions of this Act 

or of any rule made thereunder. 

27. Effect of laws and agreements inconsistent with this Act.—(1) The provisions of this Act shall 

have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent therewith contained in any other law or in the terms of 

any award, agreement or contract of service, whether made before or after the coming into force of this 

Act: 
 

1. Subs. by Act 61 of 1988, s. 9, for section 21 (w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 

2. Subs. by s. 10, ibid., for “which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees” 

(w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 
3. Subs. by s. 11, ibid., for section 23 (w.e.f. 10-1-1989). 
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Provided that where under any such award, agreement, contract of service or otherwise, a woman is 

entitled to benefits in respect of any matter which are more favourable to her than those to which she 

would be entitled under this Act, the woman shall continue to be entitled to the more favourable benefits 

in respect of that matter, notwithstanding that she is entitled to receive benefits in respect of other matters 

under this Act. 

(2) Nothing contained in this Act shall be construed to preclude a woman from entering into an 

agreement with her employer for granting her rights or privileges in respect of any matter which are more 

favourable to her than those to which she would be entitled under this Act. 

28. Power to make rules.—(1) The appropriate Government may, subject to the condition of 

previous publication and by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes 

of this Act. 

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may 

provide for— 

(a) the preparation and maintenance of registers, records and muster-rolls; 

(b) the exercise of powers (including the inspection of establishments and the performance of 

duties by Inspectors for the purposes of this Act; 

(c) the method of payment of maternity benefit and other benefits under this Act in so far as 

provision has not been made therefor in this Act; 

(d) the form of notices under section 6; 

(e) the nature of proof required under the provisions of this Act; 

(f) the duration of nursing breaks referred to in section 11; 

(g) acts which may constitute gross misconduct for purposes of section 12; 

(h) the authority to which an appeal under clause (b) of sub-section (2) of section 12 shall lie; the 

form and manner in which such appeal may be made and the procedure to be followed in disposal 

thereof; 

(i) the authority to which an appeal shall lie against the decision of the Inspector under section 17; 

the form and manner in which such appeal may be made and the procedure to be followed in disposal 

thereof; 

(j) the form and manner in which complaints may be made to Inspectors under sub-section (1) of 

section 17 and the procedure to be followed by them when making inquiries or causing inquiries to be 

made under sub-section (2) of that section; 

(k) any other matter which is to be, or may be, prescribed. 

(3) Every rule made by the Central Government under this section shall be laid as soon as may be 

after it is made, before each House of Parliament while it is in session for a total period of thirty days 

which may be comprised in one session 1[or in two or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry 

of the session immediately following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid,] both Houses agree 

in making any modification in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule 

shall thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so however 

that any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously 

done under that rule. 
 

 

 

1. Subs. by Act 52 of 1973, s. 5, for certain words (w.e.f. 1-3-1975). 
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29. Amendment of Act 69 of 1951.—In section 32 of the Plantations Labour Act, 1951. 

(a) in sub-section (1), the letter and brackets “(a)” before the words “in the case of sickness”, the 

word “and” after the words “sickness allowance” and clause (b) shall be omitted; 

(b) in sub-section (2), the words “or maternity” shall be omitted. 

30. Repeal.—On the application of this Act— 

(i) to mines, the Mines Maternity Benefit Act, 1941 (19 of 1941); and 

(ii) to factories situate in the Union territory of Delhi, the Bombay Maternity Benefit Act, 1929 

(Bom. Act VII of 1929), as in force in that territory, shall stand repealed. 

 

 

 

Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 (Bare Act PDF + Executive Summary) 
 

Introduction to the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 (Bare Act PDF) 

The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 bare act PDF is a landmark statute in Indian labour law designed to 

safeguard the health, dignity, and financial security of women during maternity. At a time when women’s 

participation in the organised workforce was increasing, the legislature recognised the need to provide 

legal protection for women employees who would otherwise face wage loss, termination, or discrimination 

during pregnancy and childbirth. The Act was therefore enacted to ensure that motherhood does not 

become a ground for economic or professional disadvantage. 

Unlike many other labour laws that focus on general employment conditions, this Act is specifically centred 

on the biological and social realities of maternity. It not only grants paid leave to women but also prohibits 

employers from dismissing or disadvantaging employees during maternity. The idea is to provide women 

with both time and financial support to recover from childbirth and care for their newborn without fear of 

losing their jobs. 

Over time, amendments have strengthened the scope of this law, most notably the 2017 amendment which 

extended maternity leave from 12 weeks to 26 weeks and introduced provisions for adoptive and 

commissioning mothers. The Act also brought in requirements for larger establishments to provide crèche 

facilities, recognising the continuing responsibility of childcare beyond maternity leave. 

Core Objectives of the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 

The Act’s introduction can be understood through three central objectives: 

• Protecting women’s health and wellbeing: Ensuring sufficient time off from work with financial 

support during maternity. 

• Preventing workplace discrimination: Prohibiting dismissal or adverse employment action 

against women because of pregnancy. 

• Balancing work and family life: Mandating employer responsibility in supporting maternity leave 

and childcare facilities. 

The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 bare act PDF remains an indispensable reference for compliance officers, 

HR managers, and employees seeking clarity on entitlements and obligations. It continues to symbolise 

India’s commitment to protecting the rights of working women and ensuring gender-sensitive employment 

practices. 

 
 
Historical Background and Development of the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 (Bare Act PDF) 

The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 bare act PDF was not enacted in isolation. It was the result of both  
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international labour commitments and India’s recognition of the need to safeguard women employees in a 

rapidly modernising economy. Prior to 1961, maternity protections existed in a fragmented manner across 

different state laws, leading to uneven standards and enforcement. Women in certain sectors enjoyed 

benefits, while others were left without any statutory support. 

Globally, the movement for maternity protection had already gained ground. The International Labour 

Organization (ILO) had adopted the Maternity Protection Convention, 1919, which laid down principles of 

maternity leave, financial security, and protection against dismissal. India, as a member of the ILO, was 

committed to improving working conditions for women in line with international standards. 

Within India, increasing female participation in factories, plantations, and offices after independence 

highlighted the vulnerability of women workers during pregnancy and childbirth. Wage loss, dismissal, and 

unsafe working conditions created severe hardships. Parliament responded by consolidating existing state 

laws into a central legislation, ensuring uniformity and nationwide applicability. Thus, in 1961, the Maternity 

Benefit Act was passed, bringing maternity protection under a single statutory framework. 

Milestones in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Executive Summary PDF 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 executive summary PDF traces the key milestones: 

• 1919: ILO adopts Maternity Protection Convention. 

• 1920s–1950s: Several Indian states enact local maternity laws. 

• 1961: Central Act passed, consolidating state laws into one comprehensive statute. 

• 1988 Amendment: Enhanced maternity leave and clarified benefits. 

• 2017 Amendment: Extended maternity leave to 26 weeks, included adoptive and commissioning 

mothers, and mandated crèche facilities. 

Legislative Intent in the Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal 

The Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal explains that the Act was designed not just to provide leave 

but to protect women’s employment rights during maternity. It aimed to eliminate the widespread practice of 

dismissing women once they became pregnant, which often forced them out of the workforce permanently. 

By prohibiting such practices, the Act established a balance between women’s reproductive roles and their 

right to remain economically independent. 

Broader Context in the Maternity Leave Rules in India PDF 

The maternity leave rules in India PDF place the Act within the broader constitutional and social framework: 

• Article 39(e) and 42 of the Constitution direct the State to ensure health and maternity relief for 

women. 

• The Act operationalises these directives, giving women statutory entitlements rather than 

discretionary benefits. 

• It represents a shift from welfare policy to enforceable rights. 

Importance in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Key Provisions Summary 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 key provisions summary shows that the historical context explains its 
significance. It was not just about leave — it was about ensuring social justice, workplace equality, and 
protection of motherhood as a national responsibility. By creating a uniform standard, the Act marked a 
turning point in India’s labour welfare framework. 
 
 
Applicability and Coverage under the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 (Bare Act PDF) 
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The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 bare act PDF applies to women employed in certain categories of 

establishments and ensures that maternity leave and related protections are extended across sectors. Its 

coverage was designed to reach women in the organised workforce, while also laying the foundation for 

gradual inclusion of wider categories of employment through amendments and notifications. 

The Act is applicable to every establishment employing women, whether directly or through agencies, in 

factories, mines, plantations, and shops or establishments where 10 or more persons are employed. Over 

time, its scope has expanded through state notifications, ensuring women in different industries enjoy 

maternity protection. 

It is important to note that the Act applies to all women, whether married or unmarried, as long as they 

meet the qualifying conditions of employment. By adopting a broad coverage framework, the law ensures 

that maternity protections cannot be denied on narrow grounds of sector, status, or contract. 

Coverage in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Executive Summary PDF 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 executive summary PDF highlights the key aspects of coverage: 

• Eligible Establishments: Factories, mines, plantations, and shops or establishments employing 

10 or more persons. 

• Type of Employees: Women working directly or through contractors, provided they have been 

employed for at least 80 days in the 12 months preceding the expected delivery date. 

• Unorganised Sector: Coverage is limited but certain provisions have been extended through state 

laws and schemes. 

• Special Cases: Adoption, commissioning mothers, and surrogacy are included after the 2017 

amendment. 

Applicability Explained in the Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal 

The Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal clarifies that the Act applies irrespective of the wage levels of 

employees. Unlike some other labour statutes, which have wage ceilings, maternity benefits are treated as 

a universal entitlement within eligible establishments. This reflects the legislative intent to treat maternity 

protection as a matter of health and dignity rather than income. 

Insights from Maternity Leave Rules in India PDF 

The maternity leave rules in India PDF explain the wider application introduced by the 2017 amendment: 

• Women in all establishments with 10 or more employees are covered. 

• Adoption and commissioning mothers are entitled to 12 weeks of maternity leave. 

• Employers with 50 or more employees must provide crèche facilities for working mothers. 

Compliance Duties in the Maternity Benefit Compliance Guide PDF 

The Maternity Benefit compliance guide PDF sets out employer obligations under coverage provisions: 

• Ensuring all eligible women are informed of their rights. 

• Maintaining registers showing employment details and maternity benefits granted. 

• Displaying abstracts of the Act in conspicuous places within establishments. 

• Applying maternity leave rules without discrimination against contractual or temporary staff. 

Importance in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Key Provisions Summary 
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The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 key provisions summary underlines that wide applicability is essential for 
achieving its objectives. By covering women across different establishments and employment types, the 
Act ensures that maternity protection is not a privilege for a few but a statutory right for all eligible women. 
 
Key Definitions and Provisions in the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 (Bare Act PDF) 

The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 bare act PDF lays down specific definitions and provisions that determine 

how benefits are applied and enforced. These definitions are important because they clarify who qualifies 

for maternity benefits, what establishments are bound to comply, and how entitlements are calculated. 

Without these guiding terms, the application of the law would be inconsistent and open to manipulation. 

The Act not only defines the scope of eligibility but also spells out the nature of benefits, including leave, 

wages, medical bonus, and protection against dismissal. Over time, amendments—especially the 2017 

amendment—have expanded these provisions to reflect evolving social and workplace realities. 

Key Terms in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Executive Summary PDF 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 executive summary PDF highlights the important definitions: 

• Maternity Benefit: Full wages payable to a woman during her maternity leave, equivalent to the 

average daily wage for the period of actual absence. 

• Woman/Employee: Any woman employed directly or through an agency in an establishment 

covered under the Act. 

• Establishment: Factories, mines, plantations, and shops or establishments employing 10 or more 

persons. 

• Employer: Any person responsible for supervising and controlling employees in an establishment. 

Provisions Explained in the Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal 

The Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal explains the main statutory entitlements under the Act: 

• Maternity Leave: 26 weeks for women with up to two surviving children; 12 weeks for women with 

more than two children. 

• Adoption and Surrogacy: 12 weeks of maternity leave for adoptive and commissioning mothers. 

• Medical Bonus: Additional payment if the employer does not provide free medical care. 

• Nursing Breaks: Two nursing breaks per day for new mothers until the child reaches 15 months. 

• Prohibition on Dismissal: No woman can be dismissed or discharged during maternity leave. 

Maternity Leave Rules in India PDF – Key Insights 

The maternity leave rules in India PDF adds further clarity: 

• Leave must begin no earlier than 8 weeks before the expected delivery date. 

• Employers are prohibited from engaging women in arduous work during the last stages of 

pregnancy. 

• Pregnant women cannot be assigned tasks that may interfere with their health or the child’s 

development. 

Compliance Perspective in the Maternity Benefit Compliance Guide PDF 

The Maternity Benefit compliance guide PDF highlights duties tied to these provisions: 

• Employers must maintain registers recording maternity leave and benefits granted. 
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• Abstracts of the Act must be displayed prominently. 

• Non-compliance with provisions attracts penalties and inspections. 

• Employers should ensure policies are aligned with statutory amendments to avoid disputes. 

 

Maternity Leave Rules in India under the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 (Bare Act PDF) 

The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 bare act PDF lays down detailed rules on how maternity leave must be 

provided, making it one of the most significant welfare protections for women employees in India. These 

rules ensure that women can take adequate time away from work during pregnancy and after childbirth 

without facing financial insecurity or loss of employment. The Act reflects the understanding that maternity 

is not only a biological necessity but also a social responsibility that requires legal protection. 

The rules have evolved with time, particularly through the 2017 amendment, which extended the duration 

of leave and included special provisions for adoptive and commissioning mothers. Together, these 

measures position India among the countries offering some of the most comprehensive statutory maternity 

protections. 

Duration of Leave in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Executive Summary PDF 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 executive summary PDF specifies leave entitlements: 

• 26 weeks of maternity leave for women with up to two surviving children. 

• 12 weeks of maternity leave for women with more than two surviving children. 

• 12 weeks of leave for adoptive and commissioning mothers (from the date the child is handed 

over). 

• 6 weeks of leave in case of miscarriage or medical termination of pregnancy. 

Pre- and Post-Delivery Leave in the Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal 

The Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal explains that maternity leave is divided into pre- and post-

delivery periods: 

• A woman may take up to 8 weeks of leave before the expected delivery date. 

• The balance of leave is to be availed after childbirth, ensuring recovery and infant care. 

• Employers cannot insist that all leave be taken post-delivery — flexibility lies with the employee. 

Additional Provisions in the Maternity Leave Rules in India PDF 

The maternity leave rules in India PDF also provide: 

• Crèche Facilities: Establishments with 50 or more employees must provide a crèche, with women 

entitled to four visits a day (including rest and nursing breaks). 

• Nursing Breaks: Two additional breaks per day for nursing, until the child reaches 15 months of 

age. 

• Prohibition on Hazardous Work: Employers cannot assign women work that is physically 

demanding or harmful to their health during pregnancy. 

Employer Duties in the Maternity Benefit Compliance Guide PDF 

The Maternity Benefit compliance guide PDF outlines employer obligations regarding leave: 

• Inform all women employees of their entitlements at the time of appointment. 
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• Maintain transparent leave records in statutory registers. 

• Ensure no woman is dismissed or penalised for availing maternity leave. 

• Provide medical bonus where free medical care is not available. 

Importance of Rules in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Key Provisions Summary 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 key provisions summary emphasises that maternity leave rules are not just 
about time off but about ensuring women can balance work and family without disadvantage. By protecting 
wages, prohibiting dismissal, and requiring supportive facilities, the Act transforms maternity leave from a 
privilege into a right. 
 
Compliance Duties of Employers under the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 (Bare Act PDF) 

The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 bare act PDF places significant responsibility on employers to ensure that 

maternity protections are effectively implemented. Compliance under this Act is not optional — it is a legal 

mandate. Employers must not only grant the prescribed benefits but also create a workplace environment 

where women can access their rights without fear of dismissal, discrimination, or undue hardship. 

These duties extend beyond simply providing leave. They include maintaining statutory registers, informing 

women employees of their entitlements, and ensuring that workplace practices align with the protective 

spirit of the law. The Act also imposes penalties for non-compliance, making it crucial for employers to 

adopt a proactive approach. 

Core Employer Responsibilities in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Executive Summary PDF 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 executive summary PDF lists key compliance duties: 

• Grant maternity leave with full wages for the prescribed period. 

• Provide leave for miscarriage, adoption, surrogacy, or medical termination of pregnancy. 

• Ensure continuation of service benefits, increments, and seniority during maternity leave. 

• Prohibit dismissal or disadvantage of women employees due to pregnancy or maternity leave. 

Record-Keeping Duties in the Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal 

The Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal explains that employers must maintain proper documentation: 

• Registers of employment: Showing names, maternity benefits granted, and duration of leave. 

• Abstract display: Posting summaries of the Act at conspicuous places in the establishment. 

• Leave records: Keeping accurate data on leave applications and wage payments. 

• Medical bonus records: Where applicable, maintaining details of payments made. 

Failure to maintain these records is itself an offence under the Act. 

Obligations Highlighted in the Maternity Leave Rules in India PDF 

The maternity leave rules in India PDF add specific duties: 

• Employers must not assign pregnant women arduous, long-hour, or hazardous tasks. 

• Establishments with 50 or more employees must provide crèche facilities. 

• Women must be allowed four visits to the crèche daily, including nursing breaks. 

• Employers must ensure safe and supportive working conditions during pregnancy. 

Compliance Guidance in the Maternity Benefit Compliance Guide PDF 
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The Maternity Benefit compliance guide PDF advises employers to adopt proactive practices: 

• Conduct periodic audits of HR policies to ensure alignment with the Act. 

• Train managers and supervisors on handling maternity benefit requests sensitively. 

• Establish clear internal grievance mechanisms for women employees. 

• Integrate maternity compliance with broader workplace equality and diversity policies. 

Importance of Employer Duties in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Key Provisions Summary 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 key provisions summary stresses that employer compliance is the 

backbone of the law’s effectiveness. Without strict adherence by employers, the Act’s purpose of protecting 

women during maternity would remain unfulfilled. Compliance, therefore, is not just about avoiding 

penalties, it is about recognising maternity as a protected right and treating it with the seriousness it 

deserves. 

 

Enforcement, Penalties, and Dispute Resolution under the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 (Bare Act 

PDF) 

The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 bare act PDF ensures that its provisions are not merely declaratory but 

enforceable. To achieve this, the law sets up a framework of inspections, penalties, and dispute resolution 

mechanisms. This combination of preventive and corrective measures ensures that women can actually 

access maternity protections and that employers treat compliance as a legal necessity rather than a 

discretionary benefit. 

Inspectors are empowered to monitor compliance, verify records, and investigate complaints. At the same 

time, the Act prescribes penalties for violations, making non-compliance both costly and reputationally 

damaging. For employees, the law provides formal forums to resolve disputes, thereby ensuring that 

maternity protections can be asserted even against resistant employers. 

Enforcement Mechanisms in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Executive Summary PDF 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 executive summary PDF highlights enforcement measures: 

• Appointment of inspectors by the government with authority to enter establishments and examine 

records. 

• Power to question employers and employees regarding compliance with maternity benefit 

provisions. 

• Authority to require production of wage registers, leave records, and compliance registers. 

• Reporting of violations for further legal action. 

Penalties under the Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal 

The Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal specifies penalties for violations: 

• For dismissing or disadvantaging a woman during maternity leave: Imprisonment up to 3 

months, fine up to ₹5,000, or both. 

• For failure to pay maternity benefit or medical bonus: Imprisonment up to 1 year and fine up to 

₹5,000. 

• For general contraventions: Imprisonment up to 1 year, fine up to ₹5,000, or both. 

• Repeat offences: Higher penalties including extended imprisonment. 

These penalties act as a deterrent against denial of benefits or discriminatory practices. 
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Dispute Resolution in the Maternity Leave Rules in India PDF 

The maternity leave rules in India PDF explain the avenues for dispute resolution: 

• Disputes relating to maternity benefits or dismissal during pregnancy can be referred to authorities 

appointed under the Act. 

• Labour Courts and Industrial Tribunals may hear and decide disputes arising out of maternity 

benefit claims. 

• Courts have the power to order payment of unpaid benefits along with compensation. 

• Employees can also challenge wrongful dismissal through writ petitions under constitutional 

provisions. 

Employer Guidance in the Maternity Benefit Compliance Guide PDF 

The Maternity Benefit compliance guide PDF advises employers on handling enforcement and disputes: 

• Maintain updated and accurate registers to avoid penalties during inspections. 

• Respond promptly to inspector queries and directions. 

• Set up internal redressal systems to resolve maternity-related grievances before they escalate. 

• Adopt a proactive compliance policy to reduce litigation risk and demonstrate good faith. 

Importance of Enforcement in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Key Provisions Summary 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 key provisions summary stresses that enforcement provisions are as 

important as the substantive benefits. Without penalties, the law would lack teeth, and without dispute 

resolution, employees would have no avenue to assert rights. By combining these two elements, the Act 

ensures that maternity protection is a practical and enforceable reality. 

 
 
Judicial Pronouncements on the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 (Bare Act PDF) 

The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 bare act PDF has been shaped and strengthened through landmark 

judicial pronouncements. While the Act lays down clear statutory protections, courts in India have 

consistently interpreted its provisions in a progressive and employee-friendly manner, ensuring that the law 

serves its welfare purpose. Judicial rulings have clarified key issues such as eligibility, the scope of 

maternity leave, the rights of contractual employees, and the prohibition of dismissal during maternity. 

Indian courts have often emphasised that maternity is a natural condition and that women employees 

should not suffer economic or professional disadvantages because of it. This approach has reinforced the 

constitutional guarantee of equality under Articles 14, 15, and 21, giving the Act greater depth and 

enforceability. 

Landmark Rulings in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Executive Summary PDF 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 executive summary PDF highlights several important cases 

• In Municipal Corporation of Delhi v. Female Workers (Muster Roll), 2000, the Supreme Court 

extended maternity benefits to daily wage and muster roll workers, holding that denial of benefits 

would violate constitutional equality. 

• In B. Shah v. Presiding Officer, Labour Court, 1977, the Court clarified that maternity leave 

includes weekly offs and holidays falling during the period of absence, thereby ensuring full benefit 

to employees. 

•  
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•  

• In K. Krishnamachari v. Managing Director, APSRTC, 1995, the Court reiterated that employers 

cannot discriminate against women employees in granting maternity leave, even if they are 

employed on temporary or casual basis. 

• In Dr. Mrs. Shamsher Jahan v. State of Rajasthan, 1987, the Rajasthan High Court held that 

maternity benefits are a matter of right and cannot be denied merely because service rules did not 

specifically provide for them. 

Broader Constitutional Context in the Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal 

The Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal explains that courts have linked the Act to constitutional 

principles. Article 42 of the Directive Principles directs the State to make provision for maternity relief, and 

judicial interpretation has made this directive a practical obligation. The Supreme Court has repeatedly held 

that any interpretation of the Act must be in line with social justice and gender equality. 

Practical Application in the Maternity Leave Rules in India PDF 

The maternity leave rules in India PDF demonstrate how judicial intervention has broadened the scope of 

entitlements. Courts have held that adoptive and commissioning mothers too are entitled to protection, 

reinforcing the welfare approach of the law. This judicial trend ensures that benefits evolve with social 

realities rather than remain confined to the text of the original statute. 

Compliance Lessons in the Maternity Benefit Compliance Guide PDF 

The Maternity Benefit compliance guide PDF draws lessons from judicial pronouncements for employers. 

Employers must interpret the Act liberally and avoid narrow or technical readings that may deny women 

their rightful benefits. Courts have consistently penalised employers for non-compliance, making it clear 

that the judiciary stands firmly on the side of protecting women employees. 

Significance in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Key Provisions Summary 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 key provisions summary underlines that judicial pronouncements are 

central to the law’s continuing relevance. By reinforcing statutory protections with constitutional values, the 

judiciary has ensured that the Act is not merely a labour law but a fundamental safeguard of women’s 

rights in the workplace. 

 
Maternity Benefit Act vs Other Labour Laws in India (Bare Act PDF) 

The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 bare act PDF is a specialised piece of legislation that deals exclusively 

with maternity protection, but it operates within a wider network of labour laws. Understanding its 

relationship with other statutes is essential for both employers and employees, as compliance often 

requires navigating overlapping obligations. The Act complements laws that focus on wages, social 

security, equality, and workplace welfare, making it part of the larger framework of labour protection in 

India. 

Comparison with the Employees’ State Insurance Act in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Executive 

Summary PDF 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 executive summary PDF highlights the contrast with the Employees’ State 

Insurance Act, 1948. The ESI Act provides maternity benefits to insured women workers through 

contributions from employers and employees, whereas the Maternity Benefit Act applies where ESI 

coverage is not available. In establishments covered under ESI, maternity benefits are paid by the ESI 

Corporation, while in others the employer directly bears the liability under the Maternity Benefit Act. 

Distinction from the Equal Remuneration Act in the Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal 

The Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal explains how it differs from the Equal Remuneration Act, 

1976. While ERA focuses on wage parity between men and women, the Maternity Benefit Act ensures that  
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women receive uninterrupted wages during maternity leave. Together, they address two different but 

related aspects of gender equality in the workplace – equal pay and protection during maternity. 

Overlap with the Factories Act and Shops & Establishments Laws in the Maternity Leave Rules in 

India PDF 

The maternity leave rules in India PDF clarify the overlap with other employment regulations. The Factories 

Act, 1948 and state-specific Shops and Establishments Acts regulate working hours, health, and safety of 

employees. While these laws provide general protection, the Maternity Benefit Act is targeted specifically at 

women during pregnancy and childbirth, ensuring they receive special benefits beyond general 

employment conditions. 

Connection with the Payment of Gratuity Act in the Maternity Benefit Compliance Guide PDF 

The Maternity Benefit compliance guide PDF points out that both the Maternity Benefit Act and the 

Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972 protect employees against sudden loss of income, though at different 

stages. Maternity benefits secure wages during pregnancy, while gratuity ensures financial security at 

retirement or termination. Employers must treat both as statutory obligations. 

Broader Context in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Key Provisions Summary 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 key provisions summary underlines that these laws collectively advance 

constitutional goals of social justice and equality. By focusing on maternity relief, the Act complements 

other labour laws and creates a holistic protection framework. Its unique role lies in recognising maternity 

as a social responsibility, ensuring that women are not forced to choose between employment and family. 

 
Download Resources – Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 Bare Act and Guides 

The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 bare act PDF is the primary legal document governing maternity rights in 

India, but professionals, employers, and students often require more than just the statutory text. To make 

compliance simpler and to help employees understand their entitlements, supplementary resources such 

as executive summaries, compliance guides, and Corrida Legal commentaries are indispensable. These 

resources bring clarity to complex provisions, highlight judicial interpretations, and provide practical 

guidance for day-to-day application of the law. 

Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Bare Act PDF 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 bare act PDF provides the original text of the statute as passed by 

Parliament. It contains all provisions relating to maternity leave, benefits, dismissal protection, and 

compliance obligations. This is the essential reference point for legal practitioners, HR professionals, and 

compliance officers. 

Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Executive Summary PDF 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 executive summary PDF condenses the statutory provisions into an easy-

to-read format. It highlights coverage, eligibility conditions, leave entitlements, and employer 

responsibilities, making it especially useful for HR managers and employees seeking a quick 

understanding of their rights. 

Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal 

The Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal goes beyond the bare act by providing practical interpretation 

and commentary. It includes compliance insights, illustrations from case law, and actionable checklists that 

help employers and professionals implement the law in practice. 

Maternity Leave Rules in India PDF 

The maternity leave rules in India PDF explains statutory leave entitlements, crèche facility obligations, and  
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provisions for adoptive and commissioning mothers. It brings together legal text and practical examples to 

guide both employees and employers. 

Maternity Benefit Compliance Guide PDF 

The Maternity Benefit compliance guide PDF is designed for organisations that want to proactively ensure 

compliance. It contains templates for registers, steps for handling inspections, and guidance on preventing 

discrimination in the workplace. Employers can use this resource to align internal policies with statutory 

requirements. 

Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Key Provisions Summary 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 key provisions summary highlights the most critical parts of the law. It 

explains core definitions, leave entitlements, protections against dismissal, and penalties for non-

compliance. This makes it a handy reference tool for students, legal practitioners, and compliance officers. 

Why These Resources Matter 

Together, these resources provide a complete toolkit for understanding and applying the law. The bare act 

ensures statutory accuracy, the executive summary simplifies complex provisions, Corrida Legal adds 

practical interpretation, the maternity leave rules contextualise entitlements, the compliance guide supports 

employers, and the key provisions summary makes quick referencing easier. By combining all of these, 

professionals and employees gain a well-rounded understanding of the Act’s requirements and protections. 

 
 
Conclusion on the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 (Bare Act PDF) 

The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 bare act PDF remains one of the most significant welfare legislations in 

India, designed to protect women during a crucial stage of life. By guaranteeing paid leave, safeguarding 

against dismissal, and recognising maternity as a right rather than a privilege, the Act transformed the way 

workplaces deal with women employees. It established a framework that balances the needs of 

motherhood with the continuity of employment, thereby promoting both social justice and gender equality. 

Over time, the Act has been strengthened by amendments and judicial pronouncements. The 2017 

amendment in particular marked a milestone by extending maternity leave to 26 weeks, introducing 

benefits for adoptive and commissioning mothers, and mandating crèche facilities in larger establishments. 

These changes reflect evolving social realities and India’s commitment to supporting women in the 

workforce. 

For employees, the Act is a guarantee of health, dignity, and financial security during maternity. For 

employers, it is a statutory obligation that demands careful compliance, from record-keeping to creating 

supportive workplace policies. For society, it represents recognition of the fact that protecting motherhood 

is not only a family matter but also a collective responsibility embedded in law. 

Key Takeaways in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Executive Summary PDF 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 executive summary PDF highlights that 

• maternity protection is a legal right, not a concession 

• employers must ensure non-discrimination and compliance in granting leave and benefits 

• penalties for violation are significant and enforceable 

Employer Lessons in the Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal 

The Maternity Benefit Act PDF Corrida Legal reminds employers that proactive compliance is essential. 

Aligning HR policies with statutory obligations, maintaining registers, and setting up supportive facilities like 
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crèches are not optional measures but core duties under law. 

Broader Perspective in the Maternity Leave Rules in India PDF 

The maternity leave rules in India PDF show that maternity protection extends beyond leave to include safe 

working conditions, crèche facilities, and nursing breaks, all of which contribute to a supportive workplace 

for women employees. 

Final Word in the Maternity Benefit Act 1961 Key Provisions Summary 

The Maternity Benefit Act 1961 key provisions summary underlines that this law stands at the intersection 

of constitutional equality, international commitments, and workplace welfare. Its enduring relevance lies in 

its ability to empower women employees while holding employers accountable for fair practices. 

In conclusion, the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 is more than a piece of labour legislation. It is a statement of 

India’s commitment to protecting working women, ensuring dignity in employment, and recognising 

maternity as a fundamental social responsibility. With Corrida Legal’s curated resources, employers and 

employees alike can navigate the Act with clarity and confidence, upholding its true spirit of fairness, 

protection, and equality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


